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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to RCE filed 2/5/08 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 5-8.10 and 15 . 

3. ^ Acknowledgment is madeof a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) S All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. ISI Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. ^ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) ^ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. M Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. 13 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
9. ^ Other See Continuation Sheet . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 
1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Frederick Dorchak on September 5, 2008. 

The apphcation has been amended as follows: 

On page 6, the paragraph added in the amendment of 2/5/2008 prior to the last full 
paragraph ("FIGS. 5c and 5d show.. .tires respectively.") has been deleted. 

On page 6, the following paragraph has been added between the line beginning "Fig. 
5b. . ." and the line beginning "Fig. 6. . .": 

FIGS. 5c and 5d show views, similar to FIGS. 5a-5b, of a roller, braking and ABS test rig 
showing motor-driven elements acting on the wheel rims and the tires respectively. 

On page 6, the following new paragraph has been added after the paragraph beginning 
"Fig. 6...": 

Fig. 7 shows a schematic view of an assembly hall, with a modular conveying mechanism 
of the device according to the present invention for overhead conveyance out of the assembly 
hall of a motor vehicle following assembly also schematically shown. 

On pages 6-7, the paragraph bridging pages 6-7 has been amended as follows: 
As is evident from FIG. la and lb, the individual components (modular workstations) ef 
ass e mbly units 20 have load-bearing members in the form of longitudinal girders 1 and 
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transverse girders 2, on which the conveying mechanisms 3 for the vehicle to be assembled, the 
supply lines ~ e.g. for electricity, data transmission, compressed air, etc. ~ and other equipment 
such as ropes for the information signs and rails for trolleys and pneumatic devices are mounted. 
At the coupling points between two individual components, quick-release connectors are 
provided that ensure the power supply from individual component to individual component. In 
this way, one of the individual components can be connected up to the supply lines in the hall 
and power then supplied to the other individual components via the quick-release connections, 
without the time-consuming necessity of connecting up each individual component separately. 
Of course, it is also possible to connect up each of the individual components separately to the 
supply lines. 

On page 7, the paragraph beginning "Fig. 4 shows. . ." has been amended as follows: 
Fig. 4 shows an assembly hall 22 containing a device according to the invention in the 

form of a sequence of individual components for unit assembly, the individual components being 

designated as stations 1 to 19. 

Drawings 

2. Firstly, it is noted that of the drawings filed 2/5/2008, Figures lb and 4 are not approved 

and Figures 2b, 3b, 3c, 5a, 5b, 5c, and 5d are approved. 

3. Specifically regarding Figure lb, the specification as originally filed does not teach that 
each of the elements labeled as 20 in the Figure lb of 2/5/08 are "assembly units", noting that the 
specification as originally filed also teaches the use of testing and rework units, and thus, for at 
least this reasoning, it is not inherent that each of the units labeled as 20 in amended Figure lb 
are "assembly units". Additionally, re Figure 4 as filed on 2/5/08, the specification as originally 
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filed does not support such a showing of an "assembly hall". For example, it is noted that the 
specification as originally filed does not teach that the "assembly hall" is located as shown or 
includes the particular stations shown. 

It is noted that Applicant's remarks (on pages 14-18 thereof, for example) include a 
number of assertions about the specifics of the production process and what details are shown in 
Figures 4 and lb. However, it is noted that, in general, the specification (neither in the written 
portion thereof nor in the drawings) as originally filed does not provide the level of detail about 
the process argued by Applicant, i.e., the specification as originally filed does not expHcitly teach 
such, nor is inherent from the specification as originally filed that such is how the process must 
be. For example, note that Figure 4 as originally filed merely shows a plurality of stations in a 
particular arrangement, but does not teach the specifics of what is occurring at each station, 
beyond stating that "Fig. 4 shows a device according to the invention in the form of a sequence 
of individual components for unit assembly, the individual components being designated as 
stations 1 to 19". Thus, the specification does not explicitly teach, nor is it inherent, that the 
stations (or any particular station) of Figure 4 are performing the particular assembly operations 
or test operations argued by Applicant. 

4. The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and agreed 
upon by applicant: To original Figure lb, the element number 3 has been added with a line 
drawn from the reference character to the conveying mechanism for overhead conveyance of a 
motor vehicle. Additionally, new Figure 7 has been added, which shows a schematic view of an 
assembly hall, with a modular conveying mechanism of the device according to the present 
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invention for overhead conveyance out of the assembly hall of a motor vehicle following 
assembly also schematically shown. 

In order to avoid abandonment of the application, applicant must make these above 
agreed upon drawing changes. 

5. It is noted that the objection to the drawings set forth in the final rejection mailed August 

6, 2007, for failing to show the "plurality of assembly units" set forth in claim 15 has been 
withdrawn, noting that page 7 of the specification as originally filed teaches that "Fig. 4 shows a 
device according to the invention in the form of a sequence of individual components for unit 
assembly, the individual components being designated as stations 1 to 19". 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: in the final rejection 
mailed August 6, 2007, it was indicated that claim 15 would be allowable if rewritten to 
overcome the rejections under 35 USC 1 12 set forth in that Office action, which claim 15 is 
substantially similar to the claim 1 1 that was indicated as being allowable in the Office action 
mailed November 15, 2006. The indication of allowability of such a claim has not changed. 

Specifically, EP 1059222 (EP '222) was described in detail in at least the Office Action 
mailed August 6, 2007. Suffice it to say, EP '222 does not teach that the plurality of conveying 
mechanisms comprises any "conveying mechanism for overhead conveyance of a motor vehicle 
following assembly out of an assembly hall" at all, much less such a conveying mechanism for 
overhead conveyance of a motor vehicle following assembly out of an assembly hall wherein the 
conveying mechanism comprises an "individual, transportable, modular, interconnectable" 
component that is "installable on a flat surface without using a pit" as set forth in independent 
claim 15. 



Application/Control Number: 10/538,082 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3726 

Additionally, there is no conabinable teaching in the prior art of record that would 
reasonably and absent impermissible hindsight motivate one having ordinary skill in the art to so 
modify the teachings of EP ' 122, i.e., to provide any module for overhead conveyance that is 
structured and arranged so as to be capable of performing the " overhead conveyance of a motor 
vehicle following assembly out of an assembly hall " as set forth in independent claim 15, and 
thus, for at least the foregoing reasoning, EP ' 122 does not render obvious the present invention 
as set forth in independent claim 15. Note that the mere provision of an overhead conveyor of 
some type is not the provision of such being structured and arranged so as to be capable of 
performing the "overhead conveyance of a motor vehicle following assembly out of an assembly 
hall". Also note that Applicant has stated the criticality of such a feature in at least the paragraph 
spanning pages 5-6 of the specification, which teaches that "[T]he overhead conveyance means 
for transporting the motor vehicles out of the assembly hall has the advantage that subsequent to 
final assembly, the motor vehicles can be transported, while still suspended, out of the assembly 
hall to a parking space" and "[T]his measure prevents emissions caused by starting up the motor 
vehicles and driving them out of the assembly hall". 

The aforedescribed prior art being representative of the closest prior art of record, for at 
least the foregoing reasoning, the prior art of record neither anticipates nor renders obvious the 
present invention as set forth in independent claim 15. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erica E. Cadugan whose telephone number is (571) 272-4474. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 5:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, David P. Bryant can be reached on (571) 272-4526. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Elecfronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Erica E Cadugan/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3726 

eec 

September 10, 2008 



